
T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E  O F  T H E  B I B L E  

The Bible is the most known book yet most misunderstood book: The Bi-

ble means “the book” and it is an incredible book!  It is comprised of 66 

books: 39 OT + 27 NT.  It was written over 1500 years (1459 BC– AD 100)  

40 different authors.  From 3 different continents, different nations and 

varying cultures.  Contains 3 different languages, Hebrew, Aramaic and 

Greek.   Yet the Bible is unifying in all it’s truth. And in this unifying mes-

sage God has a theme: God’s place for redeeming man. The Bible theme 

can be seen in the Gospel from the NT.  This Gospel or Good News, as the 

term means, was shared at the Great Commission with the World, (Mark 

16:15). The Gospel is important, it is the power to save (Rom 1:16) and if 

not obeyed will cause eternal lose, (2 Thess 1:7-9). This Gospel came 

about through Christ, by whom the OT was made a school tutor to pre-

pare us for His coming, (Gal 3:24).  This OT, was a foreshadow of what Je-

sus would cause to come to pass.  A good example is shown from the OT 

in the animals who were killed in place of the sinner, (Lev 4:20).  Because 

for sin’s cost, blood had to be shed, (Heb 9:22).  PT 1 
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Such offerings were done, because God can’t be around sin and unholy 

sinful people, (Is 59:2).  For this reason those who have sin are (spiritually 

dead) separated from God (Eph 2:1;13) and if this is not fixed, this prob-

lem can cause eternal separation, (Rev 20:14).  Though the Jews did not 

deserve God forgiving them when they offered up sacrifices, God did, it 

was grace.  But in faith they had do to their part. Faith is shown in follow-

ing God, (Heb 11:7-11) and in trying to please Him, (Heb 11:6).  Other-

wise God calls faith without works dead and worthless, (James 2:17;20).  

God sent His Son, Jesus for us to also have the right type of faith to accept 

His gift of grace.  Jesus was called the “Lamb of God who would take away 

the sins of the world,” (John 1:29). 750 years before Jesus came, He was 

prophesied about.  In (Is 53:4-12) the Bible says He would be scourged, 

pierced, bearing/removing our sins, in His sacrifice.  And we are called to 

accept this gift in faith by dying with Jesus spiritually to live with Him Spir-

itually (2 Tim 2:11).  What does this mean?  Romans 6 explains this more.  

Christ died on the cross, He was buried under the ground in a tomb and 

arose again.  And we are called to spiritually do the same. PT 2 
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We must die spiritually with Christ to die to sin.  But how to we do this?  

How do we receive His sacrifice in active faith, to accept His gift of grace?  

What does Rom 6 say?   

We die to sin.  Vs 1-2.   

We die to sin by changing our life and turning from sin, Vs 11-13.  

And through being baptized into His death and resurrection spiritually, to 

die to sin and walk as a new, born again person, Vs 3-10.   

Being united with Christ leads to sanctification/sins removed, Vs 22 

through this gift Christ gave us through His death, Vs 23.   

This gives us the ability to spiritually unite with Christ in His sacrifice (Col 

2:12/Gal 3:25-26).  This baptism is a new birth (Jn 3:5) and is what justifies 

us in His grace, by the washing of water in the Spirit for sanctification, (1 

Cor 6:11).   

PT 3 
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We must do Baptism to have our sins washed away (Acts 22:16).  This 

Good News of dying with Christ through His sacrifice is what the OT has 

lead us towards through past sacrifices of obedient faith.                                                        

The main theme of the Bible. His Gospel plan that was preached in the 

Great Commission, by the Apostles, was to go and make disciples and bap-

tism them in Jesus’ name, and to teach those saved, His commands, (Matt 

28:19-20).  That’s why we listen to the Apostles in what they say and do. 

They were told in the Great Commission to baptize for salvation, (Mark 

16:15-16)  And Peter the Apostle says this water Baptism saves, in making 

the conscious right, (1 Peter 3:20-21).   

Those Apostles who were promised to receive the Holy Spirit at Pente-

cost, (Acts 1:4-5;8) had this promised fulfilled, (Acts 2:1-4).  This happened 

so that the Spirit could guide them into all of God’s truth, (John 14:26).  

On that day, when they received the Spirit, they commanded others to 

repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of their sins, (Act 2:38).  Would 

you like to die with Christ? When people in Acts heard the Good News in 

the Bible what did they do? (Acts 8:35-39 Acts 8:5;12-13) PT 4 
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